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Аннотация. В статье исследуется опыт «возвращения к нормальной жизни» на примере 

жителей г. Енисейска в 1920 г. На основе публикаций местной периодической печати – газет «Власть 

труда», «Голос деревни», «Известия», «Крестьянская правда», опубликованных в указанный период – 

автор предпринимает попытку реконструкции повседневных практик горожан. Особое внимание 

уделяется эмоциональному восприятию повседневной жизни самими сибиряками. 
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Abstract. The paper examines the way state strategic initiatives were portrayed by four local 

periodicals – The Power of Labour, The Village Herald, The Proceedings and The Peasants’ Truth – 

published in the town of Eniseisk (Yenissei Province) in 1920. Given on-going spirited debates on society 

emerging from Covid-19 challenges, the paper demonstrates historical perspective on the tools to overcome 

social isolation/alienation felt by many in a remote local community after devastating period of existence 

during two revolutions and the Civil war. Particular attention is given to the transformations of daily life of 

provincial residents.  
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Eniseisk and some aspects of everyday life of its town dwellers at the end of XIX – beginning of XX 

centuries was the focus of attention of Siberian scholars [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]. The researches argue leisure activities 

of Eniseisk residents were an integral part of their everyday life. An increase in the number of cultural and 

educational institutions influenced the thoughts on the “proper” way of spending free time. Those trends 

were similar for the majority of Siberian cities and towns [6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12]. 

Despite the fact that the early soviet society has been actively explored in Russian and Western 

historiography [13, 14], the returning to “normal” existence of Siberian town-dwellers in the year prior to the 

introduction of the New Economic Police (NEP) [15] has seldom become the subject of researchers’ 

attention. Soviet historiography tended to primarily highlight “the oversight and guidance roles of the 

Bolshevik Party” [16, 17, 18]. 

Using the textual evidence from four local periodicals – The Power of Labour, The Village Herald, 

The Proceedings and The Peasants’ Truth published in the town of Eniseisk (Yenissei Province) during 1920 

– the article aims to reconstruct how the daily practices [19, 20] of ordinary – “those left anonymous in 

history” [21] – Siberians were returning back to normal. The research on everyday life of the Ural residence 

during the period 1917-22 gave Igor Narsky grounds to title his book “Day-to-day Existence during the 

Catastrophe: Daily Life in the Urals (1917-22)” [14]. Thus, Narsky’s understanding of the post-revolutionary 

years for Russian history is key to the objectives of this article. 

January 17, 1920 in Eniseisk (Yenissei Province with Krasnoyarsk as the capital where the Reds had 

ousted the Whites and returned to power ten days before), local businesspersons met a “Comrade Spunde” to 

discuss the roadmap out of the devastating situation of total ruin – “no bread”, “no clothing” – and social 

isolation. Under these circumstances, the Soviet official hoped to drum up support from local businesses. On 

February 1, 1920, the local newspaper The Power of Labour (Vlast’ Truda) published an article titled “Soviet 
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Power and Cooperatives” and signed “K.R.”. The paper’s founder and publisher was the Provisional 

government of the town of Eniseisk – officially known as the Executive Committee of Local Organizations. 

The feature on the possible ways of cooperation dwelt upon the “the choice made by Siberian peasants in 

favour of the Soviet power” because they “understand the benefits of the Soviet regime”. What is more 

important was that the article furnished the following information: “The Government in Petrograd aims to 

illuminate illiteracy among its residents by August 1920.”[22, pp.2-3]. Improving literacy rates and\or 

elimination of illiteracy became one of the mechanisms of “a return to normal”. 

The Peasants’ Truth (Krestyanskaya Pravda) ran an article on environmental issues and appealed for 

the locals to take care of taiga. “Though vast and impenetrable are forests in Siberia, though they will be 

sufficient for many years to come, people should protected it against total extermination.” “Conserve woods” 

appealed the paper and argued, “…the New Great Russia free of cramped, dark, damp, dirty, cold huts and 

basements will need the woods” to build the new houses. The paper expressed the public outcry against 

wasting the building wood and using it to warm the houses [23, p. 4]. 

Another mechanism of “coming back to normality” was state sponsored leisure activities aimed to 

socialize and nurture people. Among public spirited events one should note the practice of the so-called 

“Subbotniks” – (from Russian “Subbota” which corresponds to English “Saturday”) when people gathered 

on weekends in their free time to participated in voluntary actions, like “spring cleaning” the cities and 

towns. The first one was organized in Yenisseisk already May 1, 1920. In the town inhabited by 7118 people 

[24, p. 9] about five hundred people took part. During the Subbotnik the townspeople repaired the roads, 

cleaned the Yenissei river from the wasted timber, started to build the sports ground and library. Citing the 

cases of towns and cities situated in Russian Sothern provinces, another local periodical Proceedings 

(Izvestya) give Siberians an opportunity to feel that they were the part of the country and informed that 

problems were the same all over it. The periodical enumerated what had been done in other regions of Soviet 

Russia like cleaning the auls in Grozny after Denikin Army had fled or building of the railway bridge in the 

town of Armavir [25, p. 2]. 

People took part in public events, meetings and gatherings organized by social institutions. One such 

working people club “The III International Club”, founded by the young people of Yenisseisk in 1920, 

promoted military exercise among its members. The idea behind that promotion was very simple – people 

wanted to live in peace. Besides, the founding members aimed to involve women – “to drag them out of the 

domestic routine” [26, p. 1]. However, it is worth noting here that the same everyday problems prevented the 

young people from their every intention. Military training among the members of “The III International 

Club” had to be put on ice until better times due to “spring slush” that made the town squares and streets 

inaccessible to any outdoor activities [27, p. 4]. 

State targeted financial assistance for the war victims created another avenue for the “favour of the 

Soviet power”. The author of the article in The Village Herald (Golos Derevny), published by Eniseisk 

Bolsheviks, outlined the efforts of the local communists to fight against “the White gangs” who were 

stripping the people of food, taking away horses and cattle, assaulting peasants whenever and wherever they 

met. Equally important, it also reported the governmental efforts to normalize everyday life of ordinary 

people: “The Bolsheviks help the families who became victims of the White gangs” [28, p. 4]. 

Thus, socializing people via socialized leisure activities aimed to overcome social alienation became 

one of the tools used by the new regime that provided favorable atmosphere. Activities, discussions, ideas, 

emotions spilled onto the pages of local periodicals. They become a unique source of information on the 

returning to “normal” existence of Siberian town-dwellers in 1920. 
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