VK 94(570)

WRITING LETTERS FOR THE COMMON GOOQD:
EGODOCUMENTS AND RESEARCH ON SOVIET SOCIETY

Bershadskaia Svetlana Vyacheslavovna, senior lecturer of the department of “Foreign Languages and
Professional Communications”, Institute of Agro-ecological technologies
Krasnoyarsk state agrarian university, Krasnoyarsk, Russia
e-mail: bsv97@yandex.ru

Abstract. By focusing on scholarly debates around the letters, which ordinary people wrote during
the early Soviet period, the article aims to investigate some current research on egodocuments. With the rise
of interest towards “silent people of history”, these papers examine the demands and limitations of the
egodocuments. The article seeks to broaden and verify the debates rather than to systematize them.
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AHHoTanusi. B crathbe paccMoTpeHbl uHcTOpHOrpadUUecKue TEHACHIMM B pPaMKax TEMBbI
WCTIONB30BaHMUs 3TO-JOKYMEHTOB KaK MCTOYHMKa WHGOPMALMU MPH TMPOBEACHUH HMCTOPHUYECKHX
WCCIIC/IOBAaHNH, TIOCBSIICHHBIX PaHHECOBETCKOMY oOmecTBy. PocT wuHTepeca ydYeHBIX CBs3aH C
HEOOXOIMMOCTBIO BepU(UKAIIMKA UMEIONINXCS B HAyYHOH JUTEpaType MPEeACTaBICHHH O COMOKYIbTYPHBIX
mporeccax M HIOeed BKIIOYEHHS «IIPOCTOrO YENOBEKa» B  COLMO-UCTOPHYECKHH KOHTEKCT. B
ucropuorpaduieckuii 0030p BKIIOYCHBI HCCIICOBAHMS COBPEMEHHBIX OTEUYECTBEHHBIX U 3apyOeKHBIX
aBTOPOB.
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The writing practices of “silent people of history” Martin Lyons argues, invert “conventional and
elitist perspectives in history” [4, p.19]. Particularly early Soviet history that is still the ideological battlefield
of opposing views based principally on the archival official sources. Catriona Kelly explains: “With the rise
of “textual criticism” and the negotiation of the “cultural” or “linguistic” turn in history’, the status of
archival documents began to come under scrutiny” [3, p. 125]. Similarly, Russian scholar Alexander Fokin
argues for the loss of the privileged space in maintaining the integrity of historiography and historical
knowledge by official archival documents [25, pp. 15-22]. Natalia Pushkareva investigates women’s
autobiographies ‘to enrich knowledge about the socio-historical context of women’s life in different
historical eras’ and create a “databank”, an “archive of women’s history” [17, p. 238; 16]. For Byjochen
Hellbeck personal writings are the “laboratories of the soul”. According to Hellbeck, dairy keeping was the
way individuals adjusted to totalitarian society [2]. For Natalia Surzhikova those writings “are diverse forms
of not just describing personal experience, but also objectivation of the past” [24, p. 33]. In the words of
Rudolf Dekker, “egodocuments constitute links between the future and the past” [1, p.17].

Current research on Soviet society has prioritized the need to rely upon egodocuments while
investigating the past. V. Kritsky, O. Ryndina, Ye. Barsukov, N. Zhuravleva, G. Gavrilicheva, A.
Kononenko use dairies and memoirs to study cultural, political and scientific life of provincial Russian towns
and cities and people who lived there during turbulent 1920s [10; 20; 6; 8]. Memoirs written by journalist N.
Arkhangelsky reveal many aspects of life in a provincial town of Saratov which otherwise could not have
come into the spotlight [10]. G. Gavrilicheva and A. Kononenko investigate everyday activities of common
people who lived in Tyumen — a small provincial town in Western Siberia — and gradual change of how
people’s cultural code [6]. Despite the fact that the majority of texts written by V. Chernetsov, the famous
Russian ethnographer, was widely studied, Ryndina and Barsukov point out that vast amount of information
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that unlocks the researcher’s identity, his quest for new knowledge has been still out. To fill the gaps the
scholars use the memoirs of the Russian scientist written during the period [20].

Investigating letters as a historical source I. Kobak highlights their deficits in research [9, p.142].
Kobak points out that the answers to the questions like “Why are these particular topics mentioned?” or
“Why this information is a top priority for the person who wrote the letter?”” form the basis to interpret and
make conclusions on the value of a letter as a source of new historical knowledge [9, p.147]. A. Livshin, I.
Orlov, L. Savin, T. Morosova study the letters that ordinary people wrote to “the authorities” to analyse
socio-political developments and societal transformations that were taking place in Russia in 1920s [11; 12;
22]. In case of the letters written by Siberians to regional government and those based in Moscow T.
Morosova argues that the existence of the correspondence per se legitimated the Soviet power [13].
Similarly, A. Rozhkov, O. Mamontova, E. Studenikina analyse the letters written by the students to the
authorities. A. Rozhkov and O. Mamontova point out the vast majority of the social problems the students
faced, e.g. breaking bonds with their families, the need to change their biographies in order to fit in the new
conditions of life [18]. E. Studenikina claims that for some students their poor knowledge upon entering a
university was a sign of their “proper” social origin [23] A. Besdenezhnykh and E. Nikishina investigate the
letters written to the Soviet mass media, point out their large number [5] and interrelation between the social
status of the authors and the content of their letters [14]. I. Golubeva [7], M. Romashova, E. Tararukhina
[19] and S. Petrov [15] explore personal letters to investigate social processes and societal trends of the
1920s witnessed by people.

Thus, a surge in academic efforts to diversify the avenues of research signals a paradigm shift and
could be attributed to the idea to gain a broader understanding of the actual events and processes. For the
scholars who study early Soviet society ego-documents is not the solution, rather it is just one of the tools to
correlate shared experiences of common people and official archival documents. The attention of researchers
predominantly focuses on the local or regional situations.

References

1. Dekker Rudolf. Egodocuments and History. Autobiographical writing in its social context since
the Middle Ages. Hilversum: Verloren, 2002. 192 p.

2. Hellbeck Byjochen. Revolution on My Mind: Writing a Diary under Stalin. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 2006. 436 p.

3. Kelly Catriona. What Was Soviet Studies and What Came Next? Review by: Catriona Kelly // The
Journal of Modern History, Vol. 85, No. 1 (March 2013), pp. 109-149. Published by: The University of
Chicago Press Stable. URL.: http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/668800.

4. Lyons Martyn. Ordinary Writings, Personal Narratives: Writing Practices in 19th and Early 20th-
Century Europe. Bern; Oxford: Peter Lang, 2007. 214 p.

5. besnenexxupix A.1O. ILII. baxoB xak opranuzarop paboThl ¢ MUChbMaMH TpakJaH B peIakKIiuu
ypanbckoit "Kpectostackoit raserst” (1923-1930 rr.) // OteyectBennsie apxuBel. 2011, Ne 5. C. 16-22.

6. I'aBpunmuena I'.I1., Kononenko A.A. CraHOBJIEHHME COBETCKOW LUBHIM3ALMU (HAa MpUMEpE T.
Tromenn 1920-1930-x rr.) \\ Bectauk Tomckoro rocymapcrBeHHoro yHuBepcureta. Mcropus. 2019. Ne 59.
c. 5-11.

7. TomybeBa M.A. "4 Bcerma mroOun mperogaBaHne, HO TeMepb B O0JIACTH MCTOPUHM - 3TO OYEHb
tpyanoe aeno" mucema MM. T'peBca xk H.IT. AnmudepoBy. 1934-1941 rr. // OreuecTBeHHBbIC apXUBBI.
2017. Ne 1. C. 64-91.

8. XKypasneBa H.C. YensnOunck nepsoil Tpetn XX croierus B Memyapax K. H. Temnoyxosa \\
VYpanbckuii uctopuaeckuii BectHuk. 2018. Ne 2 (59). c. 102-108.

9. Kobak M.B. Tluchbma Kak HMCTOPHYECKUI MCTOYHHK: 3aJaud M Tpuembl usydeHus // BecTHuk
Cankr-IlerepOyprckoro yauBepcurera. Mcropus. 2012. Ne 2. C. 142-148.

10. Kpurckuii B.B. CapatoB B roast HOIla (1921 — 1927) B nueBHukax H.M. Apxanrensckoro //
HOII B uctopuu KymbTypbl: OT IIeHTpa K mepudepuu: COOpHHK CTaTell YYaCTHUKOB MEXITYHApOIHOMN
Hay4yHOU KoH(epeHmuu (Caparos, 23-25 cenrsops 2010 r.) / mox pen. W.FO. Upanrommnoi, M.A.
Tapacosoii. — CaparoB: Uznarensckuit nentp «Haykax», 2010. — 412 c.

11. JluBmmn A.S., Opnos W.b. Biacte u Hapon: «curHajisl ¢ MecT» Kak MCTOYHHUK 10 MCTOPHU
Poccun 1917-1927 romoe // OO611ecTBEHHBIE HAYKHA U COBPEMEHHOCTh. 1999. Ne 2. C. 79-87.

12. JIusmuu A 4., Opnos N.B. Corronornueckuii aHamu3 "mucem Bo Biaacts” (1917-1927 romer) //
Coumonoruueckue uccienosadus. 1999. Ne 2. C. 80-88.


http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/668800
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=16902603
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=16902603
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=33690057
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=33690057&selid=16902603
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=38583725
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=38583725
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=38583724
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=38583724&selid=38583725
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=28141892
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=28141892
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34400008
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34400008&selid=28141892
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=35044486
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=35044474
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=35044474&selid=35044486
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=17787392
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=33737684
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=33737684
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=33737684&selid=17787392
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=36293516
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34033143
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34033143&selid=36293516

13. Mopo3zosa T.W. TTucesMa CHOHPAKOB BO BJIACTH B YCIIOBHMSAX HOBOM SKOHOMHYECKOHN MOIMTHKH //
Becthuk TomMckoro rocynapctseHHoro yuusepcurera. 2016. Ne 412, C. 89-97.

14. Huxkummna E.A. ABTOp 1 azmpecaT B aHpe "MUCHMO B ra3eTy” (Ha MaTepHaje SMUTPAHTCKUX H
coBerckux raszet 20-x rr. XX B.) // U3Bectus Poccuiickoii akamemun Hayk. Cepusi JIUTEpaTyphbl U sI3bIKA.
2018. T. 77. Ne 3. C. 38-55.

15. IlerpoB C.I'. «BooOme koHTpecc[-]To 3TOT OombIIEe TMOXOX Ha NMWKHWK, YeM Ha YYEeHOe
npeanpusTuey: nuckMa B.B. AnopaTckoro o noezake Ha MexayHapoJHbIH KOHrpecc uctopukos 1928 r. //
I'ymanuTapueie Hayku B Cubupu. 2019. T. 26. Ne 3. C. 24-33.

16. ITymkapesa H.JI. «McTopus MOBCETHEBHOCTIY KaK HAIpaBJICHHE UCTOPHUUECKHIX HUCCIICTIOBAHUH.
URL: http://www.perspektivy.info/print.php?1D=50280

17. Iymxkapésa H.JI. DBpuctudeckas LEeHHOCTh aBTOOMOrpaduil Ui TeHIepOoJIora: COMOCTABISS
TEOPETUUECKUE HTOTM POCCHHCKHX M 3apyOeKHBIX aBToOMOrpadmueckux uccrnenoBanuii // BectHuk
Poccuiickoro Yuusepcutera pyx0sr Haponos. Cepust: ucropusi Poccuu. 2019. 1. 18. Ne 2. ¢. 214-245.
doi.org/10.22363/2312-8674-2019-18-2-214-245

18. PoxkoB A.}O., MamonroBa O.A. IluckMa "BO BiacTh" Kak MCTOPUUCCKUN MCTOYHHK U3YUCHHUS
COIMANBbHBIX TPOOJIeM CTyneH4YecTBa B coBeTckoi Poccun 1920-x rr. // O6miecTBO: (uocodus, uctopus,
kynbTypa. 2019. Ne 1 (57). C. 85-93.

19. PomamoBa M.B., Tapapyxuna E.C. "["'omyOymika, moiimu e, 94To 0e3 gena, 6e3 OOIBIINX TPEBOT
Y 33/1a4 g He MPUBBIK )XUTh U He Mory!" (muchma Hukomnas BacunbeBndya MemkoBa Exarepune CemEHOBHE
baxunoit (MemkoBoit) 1914 - 1927 romoB) // Bectnuk Ilepmckoro ynuBepcutera. Mcropus.
2016. Ne 1 (32). C. 179-191.

20. Pemmmaa O.M., bapcykoB E.B. Apxu B.H. UepHemoBa kak TBOpUYecKas JaOOpaTOpHS
uccienonarens (1920-e rr.) \\ BectHuk Tomckoro rocyaapcTBeHHOro yHuBepcuTera. KynbTyposorus u
uckycctBoBeaenue. 2020. Ne 37. C. 228-238.

21. CaBurn A.M. Ilucema Bo BimacTe Kak crnenuduyeckas (popMa MOIUTHYECKOW amanTalIliu
coBeTckux rpaxaad B 1930-e roapt // Becthuk HoBocHOMPCKOTO rocymapcTBeHHOTO yHuBepcuTeTa. Cepust:
Ucropus, punonorus. 2016. T. 15. Ne 8. C. 133-145.

22. CaBun A.M. CramuHckue Tepod B 3epkaie dro-mokyMeHToB 1930-x rr. \\ VYpanbckwuii
ucropuueckuii BectHuk. 2020. Ne 4 (69). c. 101-108.

23. Crynenukuna E.C. "Ilpomy moeit mpocb0e He OTKa3arh': oTpaxkeHue mpodiem paddakoBies
1920-x romoB B ux obpamieHusnx k Biaact // Bectauk Ilepmckoro yuusepcutera. Mcropus. 2020. Ne 3 (50).
C. 175-185.

24. CypxukoBa H.B. Poccusi 1917 roma B OTEYECTBEHHBIX M 3apyOSKHBIX 3ro-IOKyMeHTax \\
Bectauk Poccuiickoro ¢honna ¢pyHIaMeHTanbHBIX HccieaoBaHuid. [ yMaHuTapHbIe U OOIIECTBEHHBIE HAYKH.
2017. Ne 4 (89). C. 25-34

25. ®okuH A.A. ANBTepHATUBHBIA COBETCKHI MPOEKT B JJOKyMeHTax «boibiieBukos-JleHnHIIeB) //
Cogserckuii npoekt. 1917-1930-e rr.: sTansl ¥ MexaHU3MbI peanusanuu: c¢0. Hayd. Tp. / mox pexa. O. B.
Iopbauera u JI. H. Ma3syp; M-Bo Hayku u Beiciiero oopazosanusi Poc. denepanuu, Ypan. deaep. yH-T. —
ExatepunOypr: U3n-so Ypai. yn-ta, 2018. — 558 c.


https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=27371342
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34334750
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34334750&selid=27371342
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=35097645
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=35097645
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=35097641
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=35097641&selid=35097645
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=40535776
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=40535776&selid=40535780
http://www.perspektivy.info/print.php?ID=50280
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=37712851
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=37712851
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=37712849
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=37712849
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=37712849&selid=37712851
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=36825088
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=36825088
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=36825074
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=36825074
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=36825074&selid=36825088
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=25778481
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=25778481
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=25778481
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34228683
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34228683&selid=25778481
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=42765136
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=42765136
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=42765112
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=42765112
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=42765112&selid=42765136
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=27300606
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=27300606
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34332285
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34332285
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34332285&selid=27300606
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=44312920
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=44312909
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=44312909
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=44312909&selid=44312920
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=44061621
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=44061621
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=44061605
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=44061605&selid=44061621
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=32684248
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34839004
https://www.elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=34839004&selid=32684248

